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CITY OF SOUTH EL MONTE 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA OF THE SOUTH EL MONTE CITY COUNCIL 
APRIL 14, 2020 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE REGULAR MEETING STARTING AT 6:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

1415 N. SANTA ANITA AVENUE 

SOUTH EL MONTE, CA 91733 
 

***SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19*** 

On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, which authorizes the City Council to hold public meetings via 

teleconferencing and waives all requirements of the Brown Act requiring the physical 

presence of Council Members, staff, or the public as a condition of participation in or 

quorum for a public meeting. 

 

THIS IS A CITY COUNCIL MEETING BY TELECONFERENCE ONLY.  

Members of the public will have access to listen to and participate in the meeting by 

calling-in at the information below. Teleconference participation shall be available to the 

public at the following USA Toll-Free number, 

888-204-5987, Access Code: 9671457 

 

Members of the public wishing to submit a general comment or a comment on an agenda 

item, can email rjuarez@soelmonte.org or call (626) 579-6540 to leave a voicemail message. 

All comments received by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 14, 2020 will be added to the City 

Council agenda as part of the public comment. The April 14, 2020 City Council agenda is 

focused on urgent or essential consideration items only. 

The public may also view a live telecast of the meeting online at cityofsouthelmonte.org.  

  
 

GLORIA OLMOS, MAYOR 

GRACIE RETAMOZA, MAYOR PRO TEM 

MANUEL ACOSTA, COUNCILMEMBER 

RICHARD ANGEL, COUNCILMEMBER 

HECTOR DELGADO, COUNCILMEMBER 

 

ANTHONY R. TAYLOR, CITY ATTORNEY 

RACHEL BARBOSA, CITY MANAGER 

ROSE JUAREZ, CITY CLERK  

mailto:rjuarez@soelmonte.org
mailto:rjuarez@soelmonte.org
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 

 

Councilmembers: Acosta, Angel, Delgado, Retamoza, (Mayor) Olmos 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

Persons wishing to address the City Council on any item on the agenda are invited to do so 

at this time.  Pursuant to the Brown Act, the City Council cannot discuss or take action on 

items not on the agenda. Matters brought before the City Council that are not on the agenda 

may, at the City Council’s discretion, be referred to staff or placed on the next agenda. 

 

 

4. CONSIDERATION OF URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 1246-U ESTABLISHING 

A REQUIREMENT THAT FACE COVERINGS BE WORN WHILE IN PUBLIC 

 

There is increasing evidence that individuals who are infected, but not exhibiting 

symptoms, can spread COVID-19 via respiratory droplets produced when coughing, 

sneezing, and transfer thereof to surface. In order to protect the health, safety, and welfare 

of the residents and businesses of the City of South El Monte, City staff has prepared the 

proposed Urgency Ordinance to require residents and visitors to the City to wear face 

coverings while in public. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Urgency 

Ordinance No. 1246-U, requiring that face coverings be worn while in public within the 

City. 

 

 

5.     ADJOURNMENT: 



 

 

 
 

City Council Agenda Report 

Agenda 
Item No. 

4. 
 

 
DATE: April 14, 2020 

 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

 
APPROVED BY: Rachel Barbosa, City Manager 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Anthony R. Taylor, City Attorney 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Anthony R. Taylor, City Attorney  

 
SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 

1246-U ESTABLISHING A REQUIREMENT THAT FACE 
COVERINGS BE WORN WHILE IN PUBLIC 

   

 
SUMMARY: There is increasing evidence that individuals who are infected, but not 
exhibiting symptoms, can spread COVID-19 via respiratory droplets produced when 
coughing, sneezing, and transfer thereof to surface. In order to protect the health, safety, 
and welfare of the residents and businesses of the City of South El Monte, City staff has 
prepared the proposed Urgency Ordinance (“Ordinance”) to require residents and visitors 
to the City to wear face coverings while in public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Urgency Ordinance 
No. 1246-U, requiring that face coverings be worn while in public within the City. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The Ordinance would have no fiscal impact. 
 
DISCUSSION: A novel coronavirus (COVID-19) was detected in Wuhan City, Hubei 
Province, in China in December 2019. On January 30, 2020, the World Health 
Organization declared COVID-19 a public health emergency of international concern. The 
United States, the State of California, and the City of South El Monte have all declared 
states of emergency arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic within the United States, the CDC’s position 
on facemasks has been that they were only necessary when an individual is exhibiting 
signs of sickness or when caring for someone who is sick (and the infected is not able to 
wear a facemask).  
 



 

Reputable news outlets report that the CDC is currently in close communication with both 
the Department of Health and Human Services and the White House Coronavirus Task 
Force. The CDC is recommending the consideration of masks as an additional measure 
to slow the pandemic partly due to the alarmingly high level of symptom-free cases that 
are being discovered. Additionally, Riverside County released a public health 
recommendation on March 31, 2020 advising that residents should cover their nose and 
mouth when leaving home for all essential business and travel outside of their homes.   
 
There is increasing evidence that individuals who are infected, but not exhibiting 
symptoms, can spread COVID-19 via respiratory droplets produced when coughing, 
sneezing, and transfer thereof to surfaces. Droplets can land in the mouths or noses of 
healthy people who are nearby or possibly inhaled into the lungs. The virus can also live 
on surfaces for varied lengths of time, in some cases for days. It may be possible that a 
person can get the virus by touching an infected surface or object and then touching their 
own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes.  
 
On April 1, 2020 City of Los Angeles’ Mayor Garcetti held a live press conference urging 
Angelinos to cover their faces when leaving their homes for essential business.  He 
explained how other countries have been able to drastically reduce the spread of the virus 
by having the public at large use face coverings. “Early data suggests that folks who are 
infected are not symptomatic which is why with today’s guidance from Governor Newsom 
and Dr. Ferrer from County Public Health we are now recommending that Angelinos use 
homemade face coverings when they are in public and interacting with others.” On April 
10, 2020 the Los Angeles County issued a revised order requiring residents to wear face 
coverings while in public. 
 
Under the Ordinance, each resident of, or visitor to, the City shall, upon either entering 
the geographic boundaries of the City or upon leaving their domicile or place of residence 
and continuing until their return to the place of domicile or residence or exiting the 
geographic boundaries of the City shall wear a face mask or covering which shall be of 
sufficient size to cover the nose and mouth of the wearer so as to assure the inhale or 
exhale of oxygen through the mask or covering. 
 
Violation of this requirement is enforceable within the geographic boundaries of the City 
of South El Monte  pursuant to both the provisions of South El Monte Municipal Code 
section 2.60.100 which provides that violation of this ordinance constitutes a 
misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in jail and/or a thousand dollar fine. 
 
The Ordinance would remain in place until the termination of the local emergency 
proclaimed by the Mayor on March 12, 2020, and ratified by the City Council on March 
17, 2020.  
 
The Ordinance would take effect immediately upon adoption by a four-fifths (4/5) vote 
pursuant to Government Code section 36937(b), which applies to ordinances “[f]or the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, containing a declaration of 
the facts constituting the urgency.”  



 

 
The proposed Urgency Ordinance would also promote income stability for employees, 
ensure that necessary commercial services remain available, and otherwise mitigate the 
economic impacts of COVID-19, all of which will preserve public peace, health, and 
safety. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A - Proposed Urgency Ordinance No. 1246-U 
Attachment B - Revised Los Angeles County Order dated April 10, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

ATTACHMENT A 
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URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 1246-U 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SOUTH EL MONTE, 
CALIFORNIA, ESTABLISHING THE REQUIREMENT THAT FACE 
COVERINGS BE WORN WHILE IN PUBLIC WITHIN THE CITY 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 36937(b), any ordinance for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, containing a declaration 
of the facts constituting the urgency, and is passed by a four-fifths vote of the City Council, 
shall take effect immediately upon its adoption; and 

WHEREAS, in December, 2019, an outbreak of respiratory illness due to a novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) was first identified in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China; and  

WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) considers 
COVID-19 to be a very serious public health threat with outcomes ranging from very mild 
(including some with no reported symptoms) to severe, including illness resulting in death; 
and  

WHEREAS, according to the CDC, there is no vaccine to prevent COVID-19 and 
there is no specific antiviral treatment recommended for COVID-19 at this time; and  

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared a Public 
Health Emergency of International Concern over the global spread of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, Health and Human Services declared a Public 
Health Emergency for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in 
responding to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has activated its 
Medical and Health Coordination Center, and the Office of Emergency Services recently 
activated the State Operations Center to provide support and guide actions to preserve 
public health; and 

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom declared a State of 
Emergency for the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization characterized 
COVID-19 as a “pandemic”; and  

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-25-
20 regarding COVID-19 further enhancing State and local government’s ability to respond 
to the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the Mayor of the City of South El Monte, pursuant 
to Section 2.60.060 of the South El Monte Municipal Code, signed a proclamation which 
proclaimed the existence of a local emergency based on COVID-19 (“Proclamation”); and 
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WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Trump declared a National State of 
Emergency in response to increased spread of COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the City Council of the City of South El Monte 
ratified the Proclamation; and 

WHEREAS, there is increasing evidence that individuals who are infected, but not 
exhibiting symptoms, can spread COVID-19 via respiratory droplets produced when 
coughing, sneezing, and transfer thereof to surfaces; and 

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2020 City of Los Angeles’ Mayor Garcetti held a live press 
conference urging residents to cover their faces when leaving their homes for essential 
business; and 

WHEREAS,  on April 10, 2020, the County revised the Order issued on April 1, 
2020 requiring residents to wear face coverings while in public and said Order provides  

WHEREAS, in order to limit the spread of COVID-19 within the City, especially by 
those infected but without clear symptoms, face coverings should be worn by all residents 
and visitors of the City while in public; and  

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the City Council seeks and intends to protect 
health, safety, and welfare of the residents and businesses of the City of South El Monte 
by requiring that face coverings be worn while in public. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH EL 
MONTE, CALIFORNIA DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 
SECTION 1. Recitals. The foregoing recitals are true and correct, and are 

incorporated herein by reference as findings of fact.  

SECTION 2. Urgency and Emergency Findings. The City Council finds that 
there is a current and immediate threat to public health, safety, and welfare posed by 
COVID-19, and there is an immediate need for the preservation of public peace, health 
or safety of the residents and community of the City.  

Individuals who are infected but not exhibiting symptoms can still spread COVID-
19 via respiratory droplets produced when coughing, sneezing, and transfer thereof to 
surfaces. Droplets can land in the mouths or noses of healthy people who are nearby or 
possibly inhaled into the lungs. The virus can also live on surfaces for varied lengths of 
time, in some cases for days. It may be possible that a person can get the virus by 
touching an infected surface or object and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes.  

Although the use of face coverings will not eliminate the spread of COVID-19, it is 
an additional tool that will help to slow the disease’s spread.  Face coverings limit the 
amount of respiratory droplets spread by individuals who are infected, helping to limit the 
avenues for the spread of COVID-19. While home-made face coverings are not as 
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effective as those used by medical professionals, their widespread use can help to limit 
the spread of COVID-19 by individuals who are infected.  

SECTION 3. Face Covering Requirement.  

A. Each resident of, or visitor to, the City of South El Monte shall, upon 
either entering the geographic boundaries of the City or upon leaving their domicile or 
place of residence and continuing until their return to the place of domicile or residence 
or exiting the geographic boundaries of the City shall wear a face mask or covering which 
shall be worn to cover the nose and mouth of the wearer.   Face coverings must allow for 
the inhale or exhale of oxygen through the mask or covering. Face coverings are not 
required to be worn when breathing would be difficult such as when running or jogging. 

B.      Violation of this requirement shall be enforceable within the 
geographic boundaries of the City of South El Monte  pursuant to the provisions of 
South El Monte Municipal Code Chapter 2 which provides for enforcement of 
violations as infractions and/or misdemeanors. 

SECTION 4. Adoption and Effective Date. Pursuant to Government Code 
Section 36937, this ordinance shall take effective immediately upon approval of the same 
by a four-fifths (4/5) affirmative vote of the City Council. The City Council finds and 
determines that the same is necessary to the preservation of the public peace, health or 
safety, in that adoption of the same will help prevent commercial evictions and control 
residential rent issues that may arise during declared states of emergency.  

SECTION 5 Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase, or portion of this Ordinance, or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstances, is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the application 
of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance, 
and to this end the invalid or unconstitutional section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase of this ordinance are declared to be severable. The South El Monte City Council 
hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance and each section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, phrase, part or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases, parts or portions thereof be 
declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTION 6 Expiration Date. This Ordinance shall automatically expire upon 
the termination of the City’s local emergency proclaimed by the Mayor on March 12, 2020, 
and ratified by the City Council on March 17, 2020, pursuant to Chapter 2.60 of the South 
El Monte Municipal Code. 

SECTION 7. Certification. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this 
Ordinance, and shall cause the same to be posted and codified in the manner required 
by law. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by a four-fifths (4/5) vote at a special 
meeting of the South El Monte City Council on this 14th day of April, 2020.  

 

 _________________________ 
          Gloria Olmos, Mayor 
  
ATTEST:  
 
_________________________ 

 

      Rose Juarez, City Clerk  
  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 
_________________________ 

 

Anthony R. Taylor, City Attorney  
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )  SS: 
CITY OF SOUTH EL MONTE ) 

I, Rose Juarez, City Clerk of the City of South El Monte, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing Ordinance, being Ordinance No. 1246-U, was duly passed and approved by 
the City Council of the City of South El Monte at a Special meeting of said Council held 
on the 14th day of April, 2020, and that said Ordinance was adopted by the following vote: 

AYES:   
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN:  

 

       _____________________________ 
     Rose Juarez, City Clerk 

 



 

ATTACHMENT B 
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